
ADVENT EVENTS 
 
ADVENT  I  -  December 2nd  - ADVENT WREATH MAKING 
                          Gather in the Parish Hall during coffee hour to make an Advent 
                          table wreath for your home 
                            
ADVENT II  -  December 9th  -   PAGEANT REHEARSALS BEGIN 
                           “African Team Ministry” gifts available in the Parish Hall 
 
ADVENT III  -  December 16th   -  LESSONS AND CAROLS 
                           The Liturgy of the Word at the 10am Eucharist will be seasonal  
                           Scripture lessons interspersed with Advent and Christmas 
                           carols  
                           “African Team Ministry” gifts available in the Parish Hall 
 
ADVENT IV  -  December 23rd  - CLOTH FOR THE CRADLE 
                           The 10am service features our annual preparation of a cradle for 
                            the  Christ Child.  Decoration of the church for Christmas Eve 
                            follows immediately 
 

ALL PREPARING THE WAY FOR 
 

CHRISTMAS !!! 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE: 
 
   4pm – All children are invited to participate in the Building of the 
                                       Crèche at the beginning of our festive family Eucharist (incense 
                                       free) which concludes with our “Candlelight Carol”  
 
               10:30 pm – half an hour of caroling precedes Midnight Mass, a festive  
                                                 Eucharist with brass, choir and “Silent Night” by 
                                                 candlelight 
 
EPIPHANY PAGEANT  -  January 6th  at 10am 
 
Our FABULOUS nativity pageant involving the whole Sunday School 
will be The Liturgy of the Word this Feast of the Epiphany 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 
I’m taking a back seat to the Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany schedule this month, because I can’t 
possibly have anything more important to communicate to you than the services and events of these 
upcoming seasons in our Church Year.  Holy Week and Easter may commemorate the events on which 
our faith hinges, but now is the time when our spiritual frenzy is matched by the frenzy of the world 
around us, and I want you to be sure and balance the cultural craziness you cannot avoid by choosing 
Church whenever the opportunity presents itself! 
 
Dominique and John will be going into high gear preparing for the pageant, and I want you to be sure to 
make time for your children to be part of that very special event in the life of our church.  At the same 
time John and the choir will be working hard to be sure that our Advent Lessons and Carols and 
Christmas Eve services will provide you with the festiveness that will rekindle your spirit with the love 
and joy of Christ’s Incarnation. 
 
And I promise:  the more time you spend in church this Advent and Christmas, the more energized you 
will be for all the various tasks and tribulations of your busy “holiday season.”   Just as daily dose of 
prayer and scripture reading helps to order our lives and instill within us a sense of purpose; lighting 
your Advent Wreath every evening and gathering together here every Sunday helps you to see the 
buying of presents, mailing of cards, and decorating of your tree as “gifts” rather than “chores.”   
 
It is because of God’s great gift of His Son to us that we share gifts with others.  Every card you send is 
a sharing of this great Good News of ours.  And we drag out the decorations, not because we have to, 
but to let the new light of Christ which glows in our hearts shine forth into the world. 
 
No, of course you and I cannot possibly be as happy as all the music we’ll be surrounded by in the 
coming weeks.  But we are better equipped to bear whatever sorrows we feel more deeply the closer we 
get to Christmas because our Savior shares them with us.  And for this we rejoice! … sometimes, even 
to the point of tears.   So I encourage you, give yourself holy space for both the tears and the joy this 
coming season.  You, and the world you’re running so hard to keep up with, will be better for it. 
                                                                       
 
                                                                       God’s Peace be with You, 
                                                                                     Father Phil 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
 
It is hard to believe that the holiday season is upon us, but ready or not December is here! As we 
welcome this joyous time of year I ask that you mark a few important dates on your calendar. We will 
be having our Epiphany Pageant on January 6th. Rehearsals are during Sunday School on Dec 9 and 
Dec 16. Please do all you can to have your children attend these practices. 
  
Last year as I am sure you all recall each child of Holy Trinity was invited to participate in the pageant. 
With so many of our children there sharing in this tradition and contributing to the performance we 
can’t help but present to our congregation  a very  special and memorable Epiphany pageant once again! 
  
Through the season of advent in Sunday School your children will continue with their Bible exploration 
with some added seasonal enrichment! We look forward to seeing everyone each Sunday for First 
Focus with Father Phil as 9:45 a.m. 
  
As I take my deep breath into December I share with all of you the reminder that I keep close to my 
heart each year  at about this time. That is, it’s not about the shopping, it’s not about the cooking, and 
it’s not about finding that gift that will surely out do your efforts of last year. No, it’s not even about 
getting that front yard lit up so it’s the brightest on the block! Allow yourself to spend a quiet moment 
each hectic day with  just you and Jesus.  Allow Him to remind you in his wondrous ways of the 
brightest light that shines, the light of His love that lives within each of us.  In return we see Him in all 
others, even the folks on those long lines. I believe we are called to celebrate His birthday by 
remembering the love he so unconditionally gives us, by sharing it with others, with open arms, 
forgiving hearts and His divine guidance. 
  
Merry Christmas! 
 
Dominique Kaczmarek 
Youth Minister 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE CHOIRS OF HOLY TRINITY ARE PREPARING FOR THE 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SEASON 
 
This year we invite any interested guest singers to join us for the season beginning after Sunday 
December 2.  If you love to sing, can carry a tune and love to experience music with a group of dedicated 
singers, come on over on Thursday nights at 6:30.  The most important dates to keep in mind are 
November 29, December 6th, 13th and 20th.  It is important that if you join us to keep these dates open 
because we will be working consistently on the anthems, hymns and service music. 
 
Please consider being part of out Christmas Eve Service!  The attention to Liturgy and Music is so 
profound that it is an experience within itself. 
 
Once again I can't thank the choir enough for the hard work and dedication they put in for the Concert of 
Dedication.  I was extremely privileged to have been a part of it as should all of you.  It was a historic 
event in the life of the church and the community-at-large.  Thank you very much. 
 
John Plesniarski 
Music Director 
 
 
 

NEW VESTRY MEMBER 
 
Hannah Koroma has been elected by the vestry to take over Tracy Kenny’s unexpired term.   
Tracy was unable to continue at this time due to unanticipated out of state family 
responsibilities. 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS ACOLYTES 

 
If you are an acolyte who has NOT been scheduled to serve on Christmas Eve, but would like 
to, do not despair!  Contact the parish office by December 18 and we’ll give you a job.   The 
more the merrier on High Holy Days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CALICO CAT NURSERY SCHOOL 
 
     The first half of the school year has been very exciting.  The children have been 
busy creating, exploring, learning and making many new friends. 
 
     In October we treated our families to a hayride and pumpkin picking at Giamarese 
Farm in East Brunswick. We even had time for lunch and socializing before going 
home.  It was a perfect day. 
 

     We’ve had several visitors including the South River Fire Dept. The children were 
thrilled to see the trucks and equipment. 
 
     In November, the children had an important lesson in giving by contributing 
canned goods to the South River Food Bank. A special thank you to Randy Cook for 
delivering the food in time for Thanksgiving baskets. 
 
     Registration for 2008-2009 will begin on January 2, 2008 for church members, 
families with two or more children coming at the same time, and children coming five 
mornings or afternoons. We are pleased to report that after reviewing our figures for 
the 2007 fiscal year, we had decided not to increase tuition and fees for the 2008-
2009 school year. Please see the insert for additional information and prices. 
      

Wishing you the best of holidays! 
 
      Rose Shields, Colleen Cook, Susan Hoyt, Sue Kendrick, Debbie Mattioli, Debbie 
      Brzozowski, Cindy Di Meglio and Judy Mabin 
 
 
 
 

Serenity Prayer 
 

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to 
change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.  With this serenity I 
shall live one day at a time, enjoy one moment at a time, accept hardships as the 
pathway to peace, take, as Christ did, this imperfect world as it is and not as I would 
have it be, trusting that God will make all things right if I surrender to his will.  So 
shall I be reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with God in the next. 
 
                                                                                                                     ~Reinhold Niebuhr 
 
 



 
Calico Cat Nursery School 

of 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 

90 Leonardine Avenue 
South River, NJ  08882-2507 

 
Church Office 732-254-1734                                     School 732-254-2276  
 www.holytrinitysr.org                        Judy Mabin, Director 
 

REGISTRATION FOR SEPTEMBER 2008 - JUNE 2009 
 
January 2 & 3  Applications go home with children enrolled in Calico Cat. 
                                                 Applications may be returned as follows: 
January 7    1.    Holy Trinity Church Members. 
                                                 2.    Families with two children coming at the same time. 
                                                 3.    Children coming 5 days a week 
                                                 4.    Children coming back for 3rd full consecutive year 
                                                        Applications will be accepted in the order they are received. 
January 22                        Applications accepted in Parish Hall from 6:00-7:00 PM for those now 
                                                        enrolled in Calico Cat. 
February  1                                Applications will be accepted from all others.  
 
The registration fee and the June 2009 payment must be sent with the application.  There will be no 
exceptions.  Applications will be accepted in the order they are received. 

 
 3 year old classes in AM and PM 
 4 year old classes in AM & PM 
 5 day – AM -  3 yr. & 4 yr. olds 
                           PM – 4 yr. olds only 

 
 2 day classes - Tuesday & Thursday                  $159.00 per month 
 3 day classes - Monday, Wednesday & Friday                 $192.00 per month 
 5 day classes      $304.00 
 Registration Fee (non-refundable)                   $  35.00 

 
If you have two children in the family coming at the same time tuition is as follows: 
Registration fee must be paid for each child. 
  2-day   1st child  $159.00 
    2nd child $143.00 
      $302.00 
 
  3-day  1st child  $192.00 
    2nd child $173.00 
      $365.00 
 
No tuition is refunded if child is withdrawn after August 1, 2008. 
Check return fee - $20.00.  Late charge if tuition is received after the 15th of the month - $15. 
Checks are to be made out to “Holy Trinity Episcopal Church”. 

  



 
OUTREACH 
 
It’s the most wonderful time of the year.  A time of giving and sharing the love of Jesus with 
others.  This Christmas season Holy Trinity will be extending our mission outreach to the East 
African Churches by welcoming their crafts and beautiful jewelry for display and sale on 
December 9 & 16.  The crafts will be in the parish hall and available at both services.  Through 
this craft display we can help to impact the education of Ugandan orphans and allow them to 
look to the future with hope.  It is also support for the AIDS Education and Prevention 
program that prepares peer educators for weekly visits to households to encourage good 
personal health choices.  DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING HERE AND YOU WILL ALSO 
BE HELPING OTHERS!!! 
 
AND FOR MORE CARING AND SHARING… 
 
Our Christmas giving tree will be beautifully decorated and located in the Narthex of the 
church on December 9 & 16.  The decorations will be angels with the names of boys and girls.  
So please be an angel, take an angel, and help make a child’s Christmas just a little bit brighter.  
Please wrap all gifts and use the angel as a tag.  The presents must be under the tree on 
December 16.  This will ensure the children will receive the gifts by Christmas. 
 
Thank you and have a blessed and Merry Christmas 
JoAnn Devlin 
 
 

WOMEN OF HOLY TRINITY 
 HOLIDAY PARTY SCHEDULED 

   
The Women of Holy Trinity will hold their annual Holiday Party in the Parish Hall at 
1:00 pm on Sunday, January 13, 2008.  There will be a catered luncheon, a special 
speaker and games. 
 
Mrs. Rosemary Conte, a Certified Clinical Hypnotist, will present a program on stress 
relief and relaxation. This might be a good program to help all of us recover from the 
hustle and bustle of the Christmas holidays.  
 
Hopefully, the women of the church will be able to join us for an afternoon of fun, 
games, good food and an interesting program.  Look in the church bulletin for more 
information in the ensuing weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 



 THE REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY 
 
As the season of Advent begins, the rest of the Episcopal Church will join us in using the 
Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) for their Sunday morning lessons.  This lectionary, which 
was introduced in 1969, was adopted by the Episcopal Church at the 2006 General Convention 
of the Episcopal Church for optional use until Advent of this year.  It now replaces the 
lectionary in the back of our Book of Common Prayer as the official lectionary of the Episcopal 
Church.  Holy Trinity switched over earlier this year, when May Palmer donated the Lectern 
and Gospel books in memory of her husband George. 

 
The main difference in the two lectionaries comes in the Old Testament lessons for the half of 
the year represented by the “Sundays After Pentecost.”  Whereas the former Episcopal 
Lectionary featured Old Testament lessons that were thematically related to the Gospel each 
week, the RCL offers an option between those lessons and a semi-continuous series of 
readings.  Year A features the matriarchs and patriarchs of Genesis and the Exodus.  Year B 
follows the story of David and the history of the kings of Israel followed by Wisdom literature 
from Proverbs, Job and Ruth.  The Year C follows the prophets of Israel in chronological order.   

 
In both the Old Testament and the Gospels, women have greater representation than in the 
old Episcopal lectionary.  The is ironic, considering that the RCL was developed by the Roman 
Catholic Church in response to the Second Vatican Council in 1963.  Now, maybe it’s their turn 
to pick something up from us! 

 
                                                                                                      Fr Phil   
 
 

SCHEDULE OF LITURGICAL MINISTRIES 
DECEMBER 24, 2007 

 
SERVICE   4:00 PM   11:00 PM 
 
Crucifer   Jessica Donnamaria Christine Palaski 
Server   Brandon Patton Kaitlyn Hornchak 
Torch    Megan Moore  Beth Ann Hyland 
Torch    Evan Judson  Anna Palaski 
Thurifer 
Lector   Stan Judson  Alicia Picone 
Prayer Leader  Kimberly DeSarno Sue Webb 
LEM    Lauren Patton  Bernadette Palaski 
LEM    Megan Miller  JoAnn Devlin 
Usher    Fred Wei  Randy Cook 
Usher    Opal Shelton  Cal Ita 
Presenter   Nyhus Family  Allgair Family 



ATTENTION PARENTS 
 
LOOKING FOR A GREAT BABYSITTER? Well look no further!  You can have it all from childcare 
while you work, date night, dinner/movie night w/friends and food shopping without the hassle of the 
children.  How about that holiday shopping that needs to be completed and entertaining the children 
while you wrap those holiday gifts?  What about the sitter that will come to your home just to entertain 
your children while you clean, do laundry or just catch up on the things that need to be done around your 
home?    

 
We all know how difficult it is to find a wonderful, reliable and experienced babysitter!  I wanted to help 
out the parents of the congregation as I have two small children of my own and have been in need of 
babysitters.  I have the resources to help you find the exact type of babysitter that you may be looking for.  
I have compiled a list from adults, to college/high school students and mommy’s helpers that are looking 
to baby sit.  So, let me help you make your decision in finding the perfect babysitter a lot easier, please 
contact Lori Lepore at 732-390-9180.   

 
If you are interested in babysitting or know someone that is, please contact me at the above number. 

 
BABY SITTING ADS 

 
WILL BABY SIT IN MY HOME - Melissa Devlin – (h) 732-353-6896.  Stay at home mom to an infant 
with prior babysitting experience, residing in South River, will baby sit from my home.  I am available to 
work 7 days a week and my flexible schedule would allow me to accommodate any hours needed. 
    
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS – Katie McCallister – (c) 732-662-0274.  20-year-old college student living 
in Helmetta, will be home on winter break from December 13 – January 13.  I have open availability to 
work 7 days a week, day or evenings and have prior babysitting experience.  I have reliable transportation 
to come to your home.  

 
WEEKEND BABYSITTER – Julia Srouji – (c) 732-343-1313.  14 year old, East Brunswick resident with 
prior experience currently in 8th grade is available to baby sit Friday/Saturday day or evening until 
midnight and Sunday day or evening until 8 PM. 

 
AFTER SCHOOL BABYSITTER -Tyler C. Picone - (c) 732-672-1318.  I am a junior attending South River 
High School.  I am available to baby sit on Monday and Thursday from 3 PM - 6 PM, Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 3 PM - as late as needed and Fri-Sun. on advance notice only. 
 
I’m Shannon Miller (Sue Miller’s daughter).  I’m 14 years old and I’m interested in babysitting.  I’m 
available on-Fri from 3:15-9:30 and Sat-Sun from noon to 4 (I can bend).  I can work with any age.  My 
number is 732-651-3286 (home) and 732-543-6229 (cell),    

 
Also available for babysitting are: 
 
Kristine Wei – 732-656-0623 
  
 
 
 
 



 
Not Able to Make Your Olin Mills Photo Session??? 

 
There is still time to have your guest photo taken at an alternate church site. The following 
alternatives are available to you: 
 

1. There are 2 churches scheduled to have photos taken before year-end. Prince of 
                       Peace Lutheran Church in Princeton Junction-Nov. 29 and 30th  or  Hope 
                       Presbyterian Church-Tinton Falls-Dec. 7th and 8th . 

2. To set up an appt. time at Prince of Peace, please call Olin Mills directly at 1-800-
866-2263 (open times are available now). Wait until Nov. 30th to call Olin Mills if 
interested in an appt time for Hope Presbyterian. 

3. When you go for your appt.,tell the photographer you are there for "Guest 
Photography" so the proper transfer paperwork can be completed. 

4. It is imperative that you let Donna Prybeck or Donna Srouji know if you are going  
to another site so we can make sure your photos show up in the Holy Trinity proof 
book. 

 
Unable to Make Either Date??? 

 
1. Submit a digital jpg file (via email) or (mail or give) a color photo to either Donna 

Prybeck or Donna Srouji. Our emails are: dennassoc@aol.com (Donna Prybeck) and 
Sroujimom@hotmail.com(Donna Srouji) 

 
All photos you submit must be received by Jan. 1st to be included in the new 

directory 
  

Any other questions, please let us know. Donna Prybeck and Donna Srouji 
 
 
 

JOIN THE WINTER EXERCISE PROGRAM 
(AKA, Snow Shovelers Needed!) 

 
Please give your name and phone number to Stan Judson or Steve Seuling if you would be able 
to join our winter low impact aerobics program (which coincidentally happens to get rid of 
snow on the walks around the building as an added benefit). 
 
The more people we have the faster the job is done! We only had to meet a few times last year; 
I hope our luck will be the same this year! 
 
If any of you know of any boy scouts this may be something they could help with as well. 
 
 
 



 
THURSDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP SUPPERS 

 
Dear Holy Trinity Family, 
 
Father Phil asked me to share with you some of the details about our Thursday night dinners.  
Where should I begin?  First let me tell you it has brought me lots of joy being part of such an 
endeavor.  It is a different experience every Thursday.  Kathy DeAngelis picks me up at noon 
and we head for Sam’s Club, where we pick up the paper goods and decide what will be the 
main course, what’s on sale, and what is healthy eating.  We then pick up the donated bread 
from the Town Sub Shop in South River and go to WaWa who donates milk, hot cups and a 
bag of ice. 
 
We then head back to Holy Trinity about 2:30, and Kathy usually leaves to pick up her 
daughter Victoria.  I start to prep for supper: cut meat, clean veggies, etc. 
 
A general schedule of jobs that need to be done at the dinner are: 
 
3:30 8 tables to be set with paper table cloths, dinner plate, cold cup, silverware (aka the 
               plastic stuff…Judi) 
              Count out 60 dessert plates and salad bowls 
              Set serving tables with vinyl tablecloths and sterno 
              Coffee table set with vinyl tablecloth 
3:30 Prepare 60-80 cups of coffee, approximately 5 cups of coffee for the pot.  Make sure 
               the percolator is plugged in and the switch is turned on 
               Fill electric teakettle, place on coffee table and plug in 
              Set table with spoons, sugar, Sweet and Low, teabags, and 2 small pitchers for milk 
4:30 each table receives a pitcher of ice water (put a dinner plate under each pitcher) 
               Fill salad bowls and pitchers for salad dressing (2 small pitchers for Italian dressing, 
               the Ranch dressing goes in a bowl rather than a pitcher) 
5:00 Cut 8-10 loaves of bread, place on glass plates for serving 
5:00 Desserts can be cut and placed on dessert plates 
5:15 each table receives a plate of bread 
5:15 salad bowls are set at the beginning of the serving table 
5:30 Prayer is said and main meal is served 
6:00 Dessert is served.  Clean up and go home.  Great job! 
 
We do have volunteers from our church family that have come through out the years and also 
students from South River High School who earn community service credits.  But now with 
our beautiful new kitchen that should be ready soon and quoting Fr. Phil “for Radical 
Inclusion – bringing as many people on board to share this beautiful ministry”  where you 
receive so much as you provide and serve them, I invite you to be a part of this rewarding 
ministry. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Please do yourself a favor.  Look at the schedule below.  If you can come once or twice a month for one 
or two hours, put you name down.  You can put this form in the offering plate.  And you get to stay and 
eat dinner.  What’s not to like???  If you need additional information, please call me at 732-545-3425.  
 
Thank you and God bless,  
Jo Molinari 
 
 
 

YES I WANT TO VOLUNTEER 
 
DATE    NAME      TIME  LEAVE 
 
Nov 29, 2007 
 
Dec 6, 2007 
 
Dec 20, 2007 
 
Jan 10, 2008 
 
Jan 17, 2008 
 
January 31, 2008 
 
 
 
 

☺   ☺   ☺   ☺   ☺   ☺   ☺   ☺   ☺   ☺   ☺   ☺   ☺ 
 
 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU… 
 
Thank you everyone for helping me put on such a great dinner party for the Dedication 
Service.  The help of Jennifer Brandt was greatly appreciated as well as all those who helped 
with the decorations and centerpieces.  The night was a very beautiful and memorable one. 
 
Sue Miller  
 
 
 
 



 
DID YOU KNOW?? 

 
Did you know that out of the world's population, 4% die attending movies, 8% die eating in 
fast food restaurants, 10% die in home accidents, 10% die in lounges and taverns, 13% die in 
bars, 18% die from smoking, 47% die from accidents , etc., but only 1 out of 75 million people 
die in choir rehearsal!!  
 
As you can see, staying out of the choir may be hazardous to your health!  If you are not a 
member of the choir, please see John or any choir member for details on how you can be!  
 
We are now entering into one of the most exciting seasons of music.  Our group has a lot of fun 
together and we would love to have more people to share the fun with! 
 
Come give it a try, even if only for the Christmas season!  
 
It won’t kill you! 
 
Stan Judson 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE MOVE 
 
 
We are going to begin having the Prayers of the People led by parishioners from 
wherever they are seated rather than from the lectern.   It is fitting to read scripture 
from the sanctuary, but I think it would be more appropriate to have the Prayers of 
the People come from where the people are.  We will start putting them on the table 
with the bulletins so that whoever is leading them can pick them up when they come 
into church. 
 
                                                                                                Fr. Phil 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ADVENT AND ITS SYMBOLS 
                                                                                   By Dennis Bratcher 
  

Christmas comes once a year, and so does Advent.  Advent is the time we wait and 
prepare for the coming of out Lord.   It is a time of anticipation and hope. 

 
 Changes and decorations are made in the church to remind us of his coming.  The 
color of the altar and vestments are changed to royal blue, the color of Mary and of the sky just 
before the dawn. 
 

 The Advent wreath is an increasingly popular symbol of the 
beginning of the Church year in many churches as well as homes. It 
is a circular evergreen wreath (real or artificial) with five candles, 
four around the wreath and one in the center. Since the wreath is 
symbolic and a vehicle to tell the Christmas story, there are various 
ways to understand the symbolism. The exact meaning given to the various aspects of 
the wreath is not as important as the story to which it invites us to listen, and 
participate. 
 

The circle of the wreath reminds us of God Himself, His eternity and endless 
mercy, which has no beginning or end. The green of the wreath speaks of the hope that we 
have in God, the hope of newness, of renewal, of eternal life. Candles symbolize the light of 
God coming into the world through the birth of His son. The four outer candles represent 
the period of waiting during the four Sundays of Advent, which themselves symbolize the four 
centuries of waiting between the prophet Malachi and the birth of Christ. 

 
The colors of the candles vary with different traditions, but there are usually three 

purple or blue candles.  The pink candle is usually lighted on the third Sunday of Advent. 
 
The light of the candles itself becomes an important symbol of the season. The light 

reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world that comes into the darkness of our lives to 
bring newness, life, and hope.  Finally, the light that has come into the world is plainly visible 
as the Christ candle is lighted at Christmas, and worshippers rejoice over the fact that the 
promise of long ago has been realized. 

 
The first candle is traditionally the candle of Expectation or Hope (or in some 

traditions, Prophecy).  The third candle, usually for the Third Sunday of Advent, is 
traditionally Pink or Rose, and symbolizes Joy at the soon Advent of the Christ.  The center 
candle is white and is called the Christ candle.  It is traditionally lighted on Christmas Eve. 

 
                                                                                            ~Abridged: submitted by Cal Ita 
 
 



 
 

First Corinthians 13 
Christmas Version 

 

If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, 
Strands of twinkling lights and shiny balls, 

But do not show love to my family, 
I’m just another decorator. 

 

If I slave away in the kitchen, 
Baking dozens of Christmas cookies, 

Preparing gourmet meals 
And arranging a beautifully adorned table at mealtime, 

But do not show love to my family, 
I’m just another cook. 

 

If I work at the soup kitchen, 
Carol in the nursing home, 

And give all that I have to charity, 
But do not show love to my family, 

It profits me nothing. 
 

If I trim the pine with shimmering angels  
And crocheted snowflakes, 

Attend a myriad of holiday parties 
And sing in the choir’s cantata, 
But do not focus on Christ, 

I have missed the point. 
 

                                                   ~copied 
 

 
 
 



 
The Last Word… 
 
 Sometime around 11 pm on Christmas Eve, if you look in the 
doors, you will see that the church is probably almost full.  You will see 
people you know well; other people you think probably look familiar and 
folks who attend rarely and none of us know at all.  You’ll see unlit 
candles being handed out as people make their way in.  You will hear 
familiar readings, hymns, a short sermon (one can only hope…), incense 
and the Holy Eucharist. 
 
 And there is always the same ending.  The lights are turned off.  
There is a short silence and then this congregation of friends and strangers 
begins to sing “Silent night, Holy night” into the soft darkness (and I cry).  
Nobody needs to look at the words!  A single candle is carried down the 
center aisle and its flame passes along each row, candle by candle, and the 
church fills with this gentle illumination we see once a year, a clear 
yellow light from the meeting of darkness and fire. 
 
 It is impossible ~ this place, these people, this light, this yearning 
for a better world, inexpressible except in song and flame.  The 
impossible is made possible by hope. 
 

Silent night.  Holy night.  Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

May you all have a blessed Christmas and a New Year filled with 
the  joy and wonder of God’s love. 

 
     Grace and peace to you all, 
                                                                    Judi 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  


