
OPENING SENTENCES 
 
This January begins, not only a new year, but also a new era for Holy Trinity.  At their 
December meeting, the vestry voted unanimously to add the position of Pastoral Associate to 
our parish staff.  They then overwhelmingly embraced my recommended candidate:  The Rev. 
Polly McWilliams Kasey.  I have been talking about “expanding the ministry” of Holy Trinity 
for a year now, and this unique opportunity to bring on a priest with 26 years of experience 
will surely help to jump-start that dream.    

 
If you read the description of the position contained in the pages of this issue, you will see the 
kinds of things having another priest on staff will make possible here at Holy Trinity.  Mother 
Polly has many years of experience with prayer ministries, adult education and Bible Study.  
Having another voice in the pulpit and another trained liturgist to help organize our various 
liturgical ministries should also greatly enhance our worship.  But I believe it is her pastoral 
instincts and deep love of the people of God that will be her greatest impact on the life of our 
parish.   Some of you have had an opportunity to get to know Mother Polly over the three and 
a half years we have been here, but for most of you she is someone you may vaguely 
recognize from one of her occasional appearances here, since she has always been working 
and involved in other churches.  I am just so excited that she will now get to know each one of 
you, and you her, as she feels the deep love and appreciation that I have been receiving ever 
since our arrival here in South River.  

 
At that time I had no idea that this would ever be possible.  However, a number of things have 
changed.  Holy Trinity is, by the grace of God, in a much stronger financial position than we 
ever dreamed possible.  And Mother Polly, rather than having a permanent position as I have 
had here, has been engaged in Interim Ministry around our diocese, and her fourth assignment 
has just come to an end.   Besides the personal connection and breadth of experience, there’s 
also a practical reason why Mother Polly is the ideal priest for this position.  Not only are 
there no housing and insurance costs associated with bringing her on board, but, due to her 
number of years of service, she is able to begin drawing early retirement (rather than the 
church making payments into the Pension Fund for her), and therefore work for a much lower 
salary than any other potential candidate.  

 
So, Mother Polly is not only a great priest, but a great deal!  And, as the short season of 
Epiphany 2008 unfolds, so will the shape of her ministry here among us.  I hope that you share 
my joy over this wonderful news for our new year at Holy Trinity. 

 
                                                                              God’s Peace be with You, 
 

 



STEWARDSHIP: SEEING THE WORLD’S NEED AND MAKING A 

DIFFERENCE 

 
The Apostle Paul puts matters quite clearly when he writes, “We brought nothing into this 

world, and it is certain that we can carry nothing out” (1 Tim. 6:7). 
 

 Because we know our time in this life is limited it is important to do what we can to make the 
world a little better place.  Stewardship is a way to make that happen.  As individual members of this 
church we already give to Holy Trinity Episcopal Church.  Also, I’m sure many of us give to other 
charities such as the Red Cross, The United Way, World Vision, etc.  Instead of doing it as a need arises 
or a disaster strikes why not make a commitment beforehand and budget for it!  Stewardship is really 
like budgeting to do God’s work. 
 
 Until recently Holy Trinity was dependent upon Sunday donations and a “faith budget” to pay 
the day-to-day expenses of the church and to also do God’s outreach.  Now, with our endowment we 
have a chance to really make a difference and grow the ministry of the church.  When Bill Gates made 
his first million he did not retire and live off the money, he put it to work.  Now look at how much he is 
worth.  That is why we cannot sit on our recent gift and get lazy.  We must put it to work.  We have 
renovated the church to enhance our corporate “community” worship space.  We have updated the 
kitchen for expanded outreach dinners and fellowship events.  We have made improvements to Calico 
Cat.  We bought shelves for the South River Food Bank.  We also bought chairs and office equipment 
for our friends in Biloxi who lost almost everything in Hurricane Katrina. 
 
 You can help the church expand its ministry and its membership with a commitment to giving.  
How much can we give?  How much are we to give?  We do not live under law, but under grace.  Each 
of us needs prayerfully to determine what is most appropriate for our own situation.  Many Christians 
have found giving a fixed percent of their income to be the best way to be regular in their giving.  The 
Biblical standard is the tithe, but each can choose their own percentage.  Some do a certain dollar 
amount per week or month.  Because of what Christ has done, we are called to lives of Christian 
stewardship – lives that reflect the glory of God.  Christian stewards are privileged by God to live their 
lives in grateful praise and thanksgiving to God, reflecting this marvelous truth from God’s almighty 
Spirit-filled Word: 
 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
He became poor, that through you His poverty might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:9) 
 

 The author Henry David Thoreau once observed, “Goodness is the only investment that never 
fails”.  When the pledge cards are available let’s see what kind of investments we can each make in 
Holy Trinity and in ourselves. 
 
Thank you, 
Steve Seuling 
Chet Brandt 
Stewardship Committee  



HALF TIME PASTORAL ASSOCIATE POSITION 
(Approximately 25 hours/week) 

 
Ever since receiving Ed Price’s bequest a year ago, it has been our goal to use this money, not 
just to maintain the status quo, but also to expand the ministry of Holy Trinity.  We have 
brought our facilities up to a new state of grace, greatly expanded our funding of outreach and 
youth ministries, and brought staff salaries up to the level of their peers in other parishes.  In a 
survey taken in November the parish membership’s top requests were for more events for the 
entire adult membership, increased outreach projects, more adult education and Bible study.  
These are all things that require leadership and organization.  The most direct way to increase 
what we have to offer in terms of spiritual growth and opportunities to serve is to bring 
another clergy person on board to support the mission and ministry of the Rector, Wardens 
and Vestry of the parish.  A part time Pastoral Associate will be able to oversee the following 
ministries, some of which are new and some of which are in need of more support than they 
are currently receiving: 

  
Adult Spiritual Formation 

Develop and lead an active Prayer Ministry 

Bible Study and other groups 

Supervise Lay Eucharistic Ministers and Lay Eucharistic Visitors 

Work with Communication and Welcoming committees 

Children’s Spiritual Formation 

Consult with Youth Minister about Sunday School 

 
On preaching and celebrating schedule 

Share Sunday School “First Focus” with rector 

Share liturgical planning 

Share general pastoral care 

Share baptisms, weddings, and funerals 

 
Trumpet articles 

Website updating 

Other duties and ministries as agreed upon 

 
The most dramatic difference will be seen on Sunday morning.  One of the clergy will be in the sacristy 
overseeing the preparations for the Eucharist, while the other is doing First Focus with the Sunday 
School and then proceeding immediately to the Narthex where all coming into the church will now be 
greeted by one of the clergy.  Currently we have the rector running from the sacristy to the education 
building and back again in order to quickly pull everyone together before getting off to a late start to the 
service.  Two of the rector’s goals are to get an adult fellowship program under way and lead more 
Bible study groups.  Having another priest on the staff will free this to happen.  There will also be a 
much greater level of creativity having two clergy working together and sharing our vision for the 
growth of the parish and its ministry. 



WELCOME TO OUR NEW KITCHEN! 

 
Now that our kitchen is complete a committee has been formed to oversee the use and 
maintenance of the facility.  Beth Donnamaria, Bernadette Palaski, and I have been working 
hard getting to know the “lay of the kitchen land”.  We’ve had instruction in the use of all the 
equipment and, although we are not experts, we do know how things work and who to contact 
if we need to find out more.   

 
We are working on instructions, rules and general use of the kitchen protocol and will be 
posting them shortly.  In the meantime here are a few of the more important highlights: 
 

• Please do not leave any left over food in the refrigerator with the assumption that 
“someone” or “they” can use it. It does not get used! Most of the time it just gets 
thrown out.  They only food that should be in the refrigerator should be the supplies 
for the Thursday night dinners.  So, please do not leave anything in the fridge-- even 
after Sunday coffee hour. 

 

• We should all try to use the door into the parish hall as our entrance and exit and try 
not to use the kitchen as a thoroughfare.   

 

• The kitchen is not a child friendly environment. We are sorry about this but it just 
isn’t.  We strongly recommend that parents of younger children (under EYC age) 
refrain from allowing their children in the kitchen. 

• At this point we will only be “renting” the hall and kitchen to parishioners.  If anyone 
is interested please see a committee member. 

 
If anyone has any questions, comments or concerns please see or call one of the committee 
members: 
 
Chet Brandt 732.257.7969 (h), chetnik243@aol.com 
Beth Donnamaria 732.525.8112 (h), jsrd4@verizon.net 
Bernadette Palaski 732.613.0408(h), bernsbeach@aol.com 

 
A lot of time and effort has been put into our new kitchen.  Now that it is complete let’s use it 
and enjoy it.  Who will be the first to host a memorable, fun, and food filled fellowship 
event??? 
 
Thank you and let’s enjoy our new facility! 
Chet Brandt 
 



 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 
 
Come one, come all to the Annual Meeting of the Parish to be held over BRUNCH following 
the 10am service on SUNDAY, JANUARY 27.  There are parish officers to be elected, a 
budget to be reviewed and questioned, year-end reports, and visions for the future to be 
presented.  AND, we need your input on the possibility of instituting a late-afternoon/early-
evening SATURDAY SERVICE.  Is this something you would support on weekends when 
your children have sports on Sunday mornings?  This is the one time during the year we have 
set aside to review and discuss the affairs of the parish as a body, so please, don’t miss it! 

 
The nominating committee of the vestry will present a slate of candidates for election to be 
sure that every position will be filled.  But, these are elections; so if you would like to run for 
vestry, convention, or convocation, please speak to one of the wardens to have your name 
placed on the ballot. 
 
Reports are due to Peggy no later than January 20th, please and thank you! 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?   

 
That on the home page of our website (holytrinitysr.org) you can click on a link right under 
the Episcopal Shield to see the lessons for the upcoming Sunday?  It’s a good way to be more 
spiritually prepared for church; and also better equipped to grade the sermon! 

 
If you have pictures to add, or corrections to make to the website, please email Jennifer 
Brandt, who has taken over for John Abdelmalak, as our “webmaster.”  Many thanks to John 
for getting the site up and going and for maintaining it all these years … and to Jennifer for 
taking this ministry on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



49th Annual Bishops' Ball 
Making Poverty History 

When: Saturday, January 26, 2008 
Where: Trinity Cathedral in Trenton, NJ 
Begin: 8:00 PM    End: 12 Midnight 
Who: Open to all 9-12 graders in the Diocese of NJ 
Dress: Semi-Formal (Optional) 
 

 

Plans for the 49th Annual Diocesan Bishops Ball are underway! Bishops Ball is an 
exciting fundraising dance and music event for Sr. High youth in the Diocese. This 
year the theme is Making Poverty History! The Ball will be held Saturday, January 26, 
2008 from 8pm to 12 midnight at Trinity Cathedral in Trenton. 

Don’t miss it!  Bring a friend!  Call or email me (Kelly) and let me know if you’ll be 
coming by January 13th.   

A special program booklet will be produced this year. Churches and individuals are 
encouraged to sponsor greetings and well-wishes to the young people of the diocese. 
All proceeds from The Bishops Ball will be donated to The One Campaign and their 
work to battle extreme poverty and HIV/AIDS and UrbanPromise, a ministry engaging 
inner city youth of Camden, NJ. 
 
Parents:  Holy trinity will be putting together a special greeting for our young people, 
but feel free to submit a personalized note via 
https://www.abcsignup.com/reg/reg_registration_maintenance.asp 
*Costs will apply 
 
 
Peace, 
 
Kelly Brandt 
Mobile:  732-397-4885 
Email:  kelly13112@aol.com 
 
 



  
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

For Our Parish Family: 
 

Max Klitzke, Wellington Wei, Camarie Miller, Sr. Elizabeth Burke 
Victoria DeAngelis, Alyce Knittel 

Jared Picone 

  

For Others: 
Cheryl Andreadis – request of the Webb/Wilczewski families 

Ambrose Benain – request of Andrea Patton 
Eva Boyce – request of Kendrick family 
 Benny Davis – request of Judi Phillips 

Patrick Cahill – request of Webb/Wilczewski families 
Shavonne Davis – request of Judi Phillips 
Ray Denniston – request of Prybeck family 
Brett Fegel – request of Calico Cat teachers 
 Bill Hicks, Jr. – request of Sue Miller 
Ken Kersey – request of Arlene Kersey 
Kate Knowles – request of Picone Family 

Carol Kraszewski – request of Laurie Abdelmalak 
Haether Krulewski – request of Diane Flynn 

 Gary Lamson – request of Webb/Wilczewski families 
Lisa – request of Susannah Chewning 

Lynn – request of Pam Weis 
Julie Martello – request of JoAnn Devlin 
Kay Merritt – request of Merritt Family 

Michael – request of Pam Weis 
Hortensia Nyhus – request of Barbara & As Nyhus 
Joann Pascucci – request of Ellen & Jim   McConnell 

Joseph Petrucciore – request of Alicia Picone 
Mario Ravira – request of Brandt family 
Jane Smith – request of Kendrick family 

Theresa Smyth – request of Ellen & Jim McConnell 
Jennifer Soric – request of Cook Family 
Ted Winegar – request of Pam Weis 
Jean Wolf – request of Donnelly family 

 
 

For our Military Serving Around the Globe: 
 

Tokumbo Afonja – request of Hannah Koromo 
Capt. Kevin Braine (Iraq) – request of Miller family 
PFC Michael Farley – request of Webb/Wilczewski 

                                      families 
Lorraine Gunther – request of the DeSarno family 
Sgt. 1st Class Michael Kirlew (Iraq) – request of 
                                                      Claudia Miller 

Abraham Marsh – request of Hannah Koroma 
PFC Dominick Meyer – request of 

                          WebWebb/Wilczewski families 
Seaman Alex Sanford – request of Susan G. Webb 
Lt. Carl Sundin (Iraq) – request of Donna Prybeck 

Sgt. Bill Terry – request of Prybeck Family 
Daniel Torres  (Afghanistan) – request of Christina 



                                                               Torres 
Derek Vivenzio – request of Marge Sparkes 



 

 

Yes Virginia, there is a Women of Holy Trinity Luncheon!!!!! 
  

All women of the church are invited to attend an afternoon of fun, games, good food and an 
interesting program.   

  
When:  Sunday, January 13, 2008 

Where: Parish Hall 
Time: 1:00PM 

Cost:   $15.00 (Catered by Twin Oaks) 
 

Checks may be made out to Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, cash is also good, and given to  
JoAnn Devlin, Helen Richardson, or Peggy Merritt (in the church office)   
  
Mrs. Rosemary Conte, a certified clinical hypnotist and therapist will present a program on 
stress relief and relaxation.  
  
PS:  Perhaps Santa gave you a present that you were not fond of.  Don't put it away!! 
        Please bring it (wrapped) for the party and we will have a FUN GRAB BAG!!! 
         
Thanks to everyone who took an angel from the tree and purchased gifts for the children of the 
Head Start Program in New Brunswick. 
 
JoAnn Devlin 
 

******************************** 
 The service leaflet for the liturgy on the Sunday after All Saints’ Day at a Texas 
congregation had the words of the well-known hymn, “I Sing A Song Of The Saints Of God” 
printed.  From verse 2 was the following: 
 
  And one was a soldier and one was a beast, and one was slain by a fierce wild 

priest… 
 

 The person who sent this item reported that most of the congregation missed it and 
sang right along nevertheless. 
 
                                                                                                               ~copied 

******************************** 
 
 



 

Vestry Report 
 
Welcome 2008!  The following motions were moved at our December meeting:  
 

� Approved to create the Half Time Pastoral Associate Position 
Amendment:  Include the salary terms of $20k for $2,500 continuing 
education and up to $2,500 for professional expenses 

 
� Approved the rector’s suggestion of Rev. Polly McWilliams Kasey as 

the Half Time Pastoral Associate with a starting date of January 1, 2008 
 

� Approved a 2.5% salary increase for Calico Cat Staff, Sexton, Youth 
Minister & Organist in accordance with the guidelines from the diocese 

 
� Approved a total of $950 as a staff Christmas bonus for all employees 

 
� Approved a request but not to exceed $4,500 from the endowment for 

registration, hotel & transportation for 3 people to attend the Consortium 
of Endowed Parishes annual conference in February 2008 

 
 

ANGELS, EXPLAINED BY CHILDREN 
 

Sarah, 7: “I only know the names of two angels, Hark and Harold. 
 
Henry, 8: “Angels don’t eat, but they drink milk from Holy Cows!!!” 

 
Jack, 6: “Angels talk all the way while they’re flying you up to heaven.  The 
              main subject is where you went wrong before you got dead.” 
 
Sara, 6: Angels live in cloud houses made by God and his son, who’s a very  
             good carpenter.” 

 
 
 
 
 



SOME THOUGHTS FOR THE NEW YEAR… 

 
The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings but shorter tempers, wider freeways 
but narrower viewpoints.  We spend more but have less; we buy more but enjoy less.  We have bigger 
houses and smaller families, more conveniences but less time.  We have more degrees but less sense, 
more knowledge but less judgment, more experts yet more problems, more medicine but less wellness. 

 
We drink too much, smoke too much, spend too recklessly, laugh too little, drive too fast, get too angry, 
stay up too late, get up too tired, read to little, watch TV too much and pray too seldom.  We have 
multiplied our possessions but reduced our values.  We talk too much, love too seldom and hate too 
often. 

 
We’ve learned how to make a living, but not a life.  We’ve added years to life not life to years.  We’ve 
been all the way to the moon and back, but have trouble crossing the street to meet a new neighbor.  We 
conquered outer space but not inner space.  We’ve done larger things but not better things. 

 
We’ve cleaned up the air but sometimes polluted the soul.  We’ve conquere4d the atom, but not our 
prejudice.  We write more but learn less.  We plan more but accomplish less.  We’ve learned to rush but 
not to wait.  We build more computers to hold more information, to produce more copies than ever but 
we communicate less and less. 
 
These are times of fast food and slow digestion, big men and smaller character, steep profits and 
shallow relationships.  These are the days of two incomes but more divorce, fancier houses but broken 
homes.  These are days of quick trips, disposable diapers, throwaway morality, overweight bodies, and 
pills that do everything from cheer to quiet and more.  It is a time when technology can bring this article 
to you and a time when you can choose either to share this or just hit delete. 

 
Remember to spend time with your loved ones, because they are not going to be around forever.  
Remember to say a kind word to that little one who looks up at you in awe, because that little one will 
soon grow up and leave your side.  Remember to give a warm hug to the person next to you.  That is the 
one treasure that you can give with your heart and it doesn’t cost one cent. 
 
Remember to say, “I love you” and mean it.  A kiss and an embrace will mend hurt when it comes from 
deep inside you.  Remember to hold hands and cherish the moment for someday that person will not be 
there again.  Give time to love, give time to speak and give time to share the precious thoughts in your 
mind and heart and soul. 
 

Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, 
But by the moments that take our breath away. 

 
                                                                                                             ~from Cal Ita 

 
 



YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 

 
Happy New Year! With the New Year before us, the youth program at Holy 

Trinity has many things to look forward to, but first before going forward let me take a 
moment to acknowledge what a great year it has been! There has been a strong 
presence of children in the Sunday School program since September. The children, as 
always, bring their enthusiasm and curiosity each Sunday. The teenagers of our church 
have taken an active role in leading and supporting the younger children which has 
given the teens an opportunity to experience being role models and showed the 
younger children mentors they can relate to and be excited about learning from. We 
could not discuss the success of Sunday School this year if it weren’t for a few very 
special people. The commitment, creativity and kindness that I have had the luxury 
and blessing of counting on by Beth Judson, Barbara Nyhus, Lori Lepore, Alicia 
Piccone, and Gail Hawksby has been an invaluable gift. 

 

EPIPHANY PAGEANT NEWS 

 

Our Pageant is Sunday, January 6th during the 10:00 a.m. service! Remaining 
rehearsals are during coffee hour on December 30 and  dress rehearsal is Saturday 
January 5 at 11:00 a.m.  It is very important that all the children attend the dress 
rehearsal so that the children can try on the costumes and run through the performance 
in our new Sanctuary. This rehearsal will not go past 1:00 p.m. If you can come for 
some and not all, YES, please do! If you child has not been able to attend any 
practices or missed any at this point please encourage him/her to still participate. The 
wonderful thing about this particular pageant is it is meant for all children, and anyone 
can join in even at this late date! The fabric of this pageant is not a few key roles, but 
all the children coming together, and participating in sharing with you the miracle of 
the birth of baby Jesus. Please come talk to me if you have any questions.  I am always 
available. 

    
           Lastly, during your child’s pageant and for those of you who will be enjoying 
the children of others, Please do sing along, a joyful sound coming from you will 
inspire them to make one as well! 

 
God’s Peace, 
Dominique Kaczmarek 
732-735-7265 
  



 THE LAST WORD… 
 

 Have you noticed that putting away all the Christmas decorations is never as 
much fun as putting them up?  The mood of excitement and anticipation is replaced 
with a sense of drudgery; what was a joy in December becomes just another chore in 
January.  Sure, the lights might have been tangled when you went to put them on the 
tree, but there was a wonderful magic when they finally lit up.  Now when you take 
them off, they tangle again, and the needles fall all over the floor! 
 

 More importantly, what happens after the decorations are put away (besides 
saying to myself, Lordy, Lordy, Lent is only five weeks away)?  Does life return to 
normal?  Does the spirit of Christmas get packed away in a box along with the lights 
and the ornaments and the manger scene, or does it stay to transform you and guide 
you throughout the New Year? 
 

The year begins with the feast of the Epiphany, celebrating the arrival of the 
magi – foreigners who came to worship the Christ child.  We are familiar with the 
exotic gifts they bring and the fact that they follow a star, which leads them to 
Bethlehem.  Yet their return journey is no less important. 
 

Matthew 2:12 tells us that “having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road.”  After our annual encounter 
with the infant Messiah at Christmas time, we have a choice: return to life, normal and 
unchanged, letting Christmas be just another celebration.  Or, like the Magi, we can 
return by another road.  We can move forward as different people, setting out on a 
new path of discipleship, guided by the one who came to change the world.  Which 
one would you choose? 

 
And I would wish for all of us just one more gift: that is the gift of tomorrow 

and that we open the new year and every day with our eyes and hearts open and full of 
hope and the joy and wonder of God’s love. 

 
                                  Grace and peace 
                                                                                        Judi 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


